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By Arthur Kranish
Sracial vy The Washinglon Poit

Israel is estimated to have

10 to 20 nuclear weapons
“ready and available for

use,” ac oming to senior
officials ¢f the Central In-
tellizence Agency.

The same officials,
swering huestions ot a
broad rmn of topics at a
rare, r“Lp\.bhc briefing
last week eseribed  the
Soviet spece program ns a
foilowing a se-
yies of major launeh fail-
ures. The Soviets have 2p-
parently abandoned any
plans for manned lunar
landings, they said.

The non-classified brief-
ing at CIA headqguarters was
held for Washington-area
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members of the American
instituta of Aeronatitics and
Astrunauiics. Approximately
130 persuas dO83.50 to
have cockiails, o Lizht bufiet
and close to two hours of
discussion with top-ranking
CIA oificials.

The guests vere told in
advance not to oring cam-
eras or to take notes and
were recwes ted a* the meet-
inz not to “guote us to the
press” A few_of t'ne guasts,
like myself, were reporters,

CIA  oflicials said the
decizsion to hold
such briefinzs reflecis a
policy to present a rore
“open” CIA in the walke of
damaging press and congrcs-
sional disclosures of past
illegal and questionable ac-
tivities,

The only previo*s briefinz
was held for graduates of
the Harvard Rusiness
CIA officials indi-

Last summer it was re-
ported in the press that
Israel had about 10 nuclear
weapons. Last w :.eks brief-
ing was apparently the first

tlme, however, th at CIA of-
ficizls made a public esti-
mate of L;raels nuclear
capabtlity, No fur!er de-
tails were given.

Asl{nd to assze s Souet
technsiozy, the' in 1"ence

TON ”OST

officials stressed
ief that the Sovicets

have H.rm.m’ rescarch
eapobilites, but have a prob-
lem in a;ml}mg advaneed

technoloy.

As one example, an offi-
cial said, Sovict scicntists
can desizn advanced c¢lec-
tronie circuitry but “don't
know how to build a clean
room“—:the rust-free facility
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needed for electronic as-
sembly work. Such “elean

reoms” are commoi in U.S
laboratories and clectronic
manufaciuring planis.

On the Soviet space pro-
gram, the CIA officials said:

® There are signs that a
Jarge Soviet installation
built for manned Iaunches
has beer in mothbalts for
two or three years.

o It appears that three
lavge hoosters, twice the size
of U.S. Saturn V rockets,
have blown up.

*» U.S. specialists believe
the Soviets® decision to
emphasize  building  Iavge
“brute force™ rockels las
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be-

caused them
cause such  lavze
won'e  work fos
lunar rmissions.

s The Soviet small satel-

propioms
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Jite launch progratit i~; «titl

active and  arbiiious but
appears 1o he sev cml vears
behind tire United States in
payvioads.

The CIA officials indicat-
cd their belief that veliable
satellite reconnaissance oo
pabhilitics ave essential to the
SALT (stratesie arms timita-
tion) adrecments. '

On the subicer of reeont
press and eonzressional in-
vestications of the CIA, the
officials saicd that “8) per
cent” of puhlic diselosures
were handed to Congress
“on a silver platier” by the
CIA as a vesult of the
ageney's internal study of
abuses bogun In 1673 That
study resulted in a Ui3-pale
report written  bolore
first news stories uppeared.
they sair.

The  efficials  criticized
pross roporting of CEA aetive
itics 25 containing much mis
information and weuro
pitter abhout thoze who dis-
close names of Cii
plovees and enda
They said that fo
man  Philip  Agee on-
dangered many porsons and
spuined many fine caveers”
by naming names.

They pointed to the Kill-
ing of CIA station chief
Richard Welch in Athens as
an example of what can hap-
CiA  employees®
identities are reveated.

But they said that the
disclazures and controversy
about the CIA have rot hurt
agency recruitiment

Decembeyr applica
tions were up 22 per cent,
they said. January applica-
tions were down 3 per cent
from a year carlier, but
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quality has not sutfered and™~

the CIA is in a “1€0 ver
cenl buver’s market” posi-
tion. the CIA officials said.
Kranish is cdiior of Scl
ence Trends, ¢ Jashinglon-
Desed neivslelizr.
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